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The SPEECH of Francis late Lord Biſhop of 1 
Rocheſter. | 


My Lords, 


Have been under a very long and cloſe Confinement, and have been 0 
treated with ſuch Severity, and ſo great Indignity, as I believe no 
Priſoner in the Tower of my Age, and Function, and Rank, ever was. 
By which Means, what Strength and Uſe of my Limbs I had when I 
was firſt committed in Auguſt laſt, is now ſo far declined, that I am very 1 
unfit to make my Defence againſt a Bill of ſuch an extraordinary nature, 
The great Weakneſs of Body and Mind under which I labour, ſuch 
Uſage, ſuch Hardſhips, ſuch Inſults as T have undergone, might have bro- 
ken à more reſolute Spirit and much ſtronger Conſtitution than falls to 
to my Share. Your Lord ſhips were pleaſed to permit me to appear be- 
fore the Houſe of Commons, if I thought fit, leſt that ſhould be turned to 
my Diſadvantage, as, in fact, the Counſel for the Bill have done their ut- 
moſt towards it. a 
I ſhould not have thought to decline any Occaſion of juſtifying myſelf; 
but I crave leave to tell * Lord ſhips ſome of the Reaſons why I did 3 
not appear there, and make uſe of the Leave your Lordſhips gave me. 
March 11. by the Houſe of Commons ic was thus reſolved, & That it 
« appears to this Houſe, that Francis, Lord Biſhop of Rochefter, was 
“ principally concerned in forming, direct ing, and carrying on a deteſta- 
« ble Conſpiracy, &c.” 0 
Upon duly weighing which Reſolution, and the Copy of the Bill, I | 
found not any thing charged in the Bill, but what was fully contained and 
previouſly reſolved in this Vote; and therefore whatſoever ſhould have 
been offered on my behalf to that Houſe, would have been an expreſs Con- 
tradiction to it. And what Hopes I could have of Succeſs in ſuch an At- 
tempt, I need not ſay; what they ſent me, was the Preamble of the Bill 
only, which they could not alter, conſiſtent with what they had reſolved. 
The Bill itſelf was to inflict Pains and Penalties, which followed, but 
there was no room to object agaiaſt any of thoſe which they had not then a 
declared; they have ſince been added, and ſent up to your Lordſhips in 
like manner, without any Oath made, or any criminal Act proved againſt 
me by any living Witneſs. And is a Perſon, thus ſentenced below, ro be -2 
deprived of all his Preferment, and his very Function, and to be a perpe- ] 
tual Exile, and to be rendet'd incapable of any Office and Employment? 
to be one whom no Man muſt correſpond with by. Letters, Meſſages, or 
otherwiſe? And, my Lords, one who is a Biſhop of the Church of Eng- 
land, and a Lord of Parliament? ; 
It is the firſt Inſtance wherein a Member of this Houſe hath been fo 
treated and prejudged, and (as I have once before ſaid to your Lordſhips) 


I pray God it may be the laſt, and that ſuch Precedents in this Kingdom 
may not be multiplied in After-Times, 


| 


My 


\ £89 


My Cong have amply dons their” part, by arguing the Point of 


Law, by explaining and enforcing the Evidence, and ſhowing the lit. 
tle Colour, Appearance, and Shadow of Proofs againſt me, (permit me 
to call them ſo) by anſwering what hath been offer'd againſt me, and by 
ſetting out the noe which ſuch a Bill, founded and carry'd on in 
ſuch a manner, and which enatts ſuch ſevere Penalties, muſt and will be 
attended with. ö | 
Vet it becomes me to ſay ſomething for myſelf, leſt my Silence be con- 
ſtrusd Conftiouſaeſs of Guilt, or at leafffatn VUnwAlſnghe(s t6 enter into 
Matters of "fb dark and perplexed; fo nice and tender à nature, as if I was 
not able, or did not care to clear aid explaih myſelf, and rather choſe to 
leave it to the Management of others: I thank God I am under no ſuch 
Reſtraint, and can ſpeak to your Lord ſhips on this Subject with great free. 
dom and plainneſs. | ESL 


But before I proceed, I beg leave that I may reprbſent to your Lord. 
ſhips ſome particular Hardſhips under which I have labotred :' - 
I be firſt is reading Extracts of anonymous Letters, without ſuffering 
any other parts of the ſame Letters, tho' relating to the ſanie Subject, to 
be read. Another is, Rxcuſing the Decypherers from anſwering 
Queſtions asked by me, and Which I thought neceſſary for my Defence, leſt 
they ſhould reveal their Art. The next is, not ſuffering me to be an- 
ſwered by the Clerks of the Poſt - Office, left the Secrets of that Office 
ſhould be diſcovered. Another, was not ſuffering a Perſon, who had been 
at leaſt ten Years out of the Secretary's Office, to anſwer any Queſtions 
which came to his knowledge by being ten Years ago in that Office. 
Another, is reading Examinations neither dated, ſigned, or ſworn to. 
Another, is reading Letters ſuppoſe] to be criminal, writ in another 
Man's Hand, and ſuppoſed to be dictated by me, without offering any 
Proof, Fr ade 9 them, or war 8 to 2 a ET 
Another, is not allowing me Copies of the Decy Letters, tho peti- 
tioned for, till the Treel-weas ſo. far advanced, and I ſo employed and 
weakned by it, that I had not ſufficient time to conſider them. Another, 
is not allowing me to read out of the Collection of Papers before the 
Houſe any part of them, in order to diſcharge myſelf, but what hath been 
read by Clecks-—— And all this in a Proceeding where the Counſel 
for the Bill profeſs they have no legal Evidence, and that they are not to be 
confined to the Rules cFany Court of Law or Equity, tho? as often as it is 
for their Service, they conſtantly ſhelter themſelves under it. 710 
My Lords, theſe are the Hardſhips which I previouſly mention, and on- 
ly mention, and humbly lay before your Lordſhißs. an 1 
By your Lord ſhips leave, I proceed now to make that Defence, as well 
as J am able to make it in the Condition of Health I am now in, hum- 
bly praying your Lordſhips, if I find myſelf in any degree ſinking under 


it, that you will indulge me, and allow me a little time to go on; becauſe 


the general Charge of the Bill, is, 'That I have been _—_ concerned in 
forming, directing, and carrying on a wicked and deteſtable Conſpiracy, 
and was a principal Actor therein. FT. $14 


The Charge is divided into two Heads: _ tara age or * 1 
Firſt, That I traitorouſly conſulted - and correſponded with divers Per- 


ſons, to raiſe an Inſurrection, Ec. in this Kingdom, to procure Foreign | 


Forces to invade it, G ” . FOR: 
Secondly, That I traitorouſly correſponded with the ſame intent with 
Perſons employed, Sc. But as neither part of this Charge hath been 
made good by the Counſel for the. Bill, nor have they proved, nor at- 
tempted to prove me at one Conſultation, nor is there any thing tends to- 


wards ſuch a Proof, except the exploded Story of the Burford Club, and 


two 


. 
tuo or three Hear-fay Informations which were mentioned of my Lord 
Strafford, Ic. and others to be concerned in the Management of this Af. 
fair have met all theſe Lords I own it, but at different times; and u 
on the beſt Recollect ion I can make, I never was in all my Life with 
any three of them at once, unleſs perhaps about ſome general Matters 
or Affairs depending in Parliament. The Earl of Strafferd hath viſited 
me, and I have, when in health, dined with him once at his Houſe. At 
my Lord North's Table I have not eat; tho? I have great Honour for him, 
yet I never had any Intimacy with him, eſpecially fince the Affair of the 
Dormitory, wherein he appeared fo againſt me, that I certainly had loſt 
the Cauſe, had not his Affairs called him to Holland. 
; Lawſon hath ſworn, that this Lord did often viſit me at Bromley, but in 
truth he never was there above twice or thrice in all his life-time, 
have not been once theſe two Years with Lord Orrery on any Buſineſs 
whatfoever ; we twice dined together at the Houſe of a Perſon, whoſe 
Name if I ſhould mention, your Lordſhips would not think there was 
any harm at all in dining there. Sir Henry Goring I never ſaw in all my 
life; till he ſaw me at St. James's, and he was but once at Bromley; and 
the Occaſion of his coming to me, was his placing faur Sons at Weſtmin/ter- 
School, and intending to breed up ſome of them to the Goſpel: The 
laſt time I ſaw Sir Harry Goring, was about twelve Months ago, when I 
romiſed to bring down one of his Sons to be upon the Foundation; and I 
U be ſorry if I can't be as good as my me | 
. Your Lordſhips will excuſe me for being ſo particular, when you conſi- 
der how dangerous the Charge is, and how fit it is to clear the Perfons 
charged, from ſuch miſchievous Correſpondence ; eſpecially fince it is with 
theſe, and theſe only that I have been ſpeaking of, it is inſinuated that I 
have held Conſultations with, to forward the Conſpiracy. | 
The firſt is an Intent, and indeed a Conſpiracy, without a Conſultation, 
Ho that too hath. been made good, your Lordſhips will obſerve, that 
there is not one Overt· Act, or Circumſtance of Time or Place, mentioned, 
proved, or alledged. I have not therefore conſulted or conſpired at home. 
The next, and the only material Part of the Charge, is correſponding 
abroad with the Pretender, e. 
A high and heinous Accuſation ſtrongly aſſerted, much inſiſted upon, 
but how maintained, is the Queſtion ? | 
The true State of this part of my Charge, as well and as fully as I can 
recolle&, is this, (I will not in any degree diſſemble before you:) 1/7, That 
I did the 2oth April, 1722. dictate three Letters to Mr, Dzlloz, the late Lord 
Marr, and to the Pretender himſelf, under the feigned Names of Chivers, 
r and Jackſon; to which Letters the Names of Jones, Illington, 
1378, were all by my Direction ſubſcribed. 5 
-Secondly, That afterwards two Letters in anſwer to theſe two ſent to 
Mr and Dillon, one dated May 11th,. and the other Jul) the 25th, under 
the feigned Names of Motfiela and Digby, were intercepted. 
Thirdly, There is certain intercepted Correſpondence between the Pre- 
tender's Agents abroad and Kelly here carry'd on by him, and that I was 
at the Head of ir, and am anſwerable for what it contains. 


This is the Subſtance of my Charge, all other particular Circumſtances 
are made uſe of, as they thought would give Light and Strength to one or 
other of thoſe Articles. 3 "SY 

As to the firſt of theſe Points, that I did diftate theſe Letters; 

That it could not be poſſible that I dictated theſe Letters, hath been 
made out to your Lord ſhips by ſuch a Concurrence of Evidence, fo clear, 
full, and legal, as I perſuade myſelf can have left no Doubt remaining 

upon any candid and indifferent _—_ - a plain Matter of Fact, n | 

n a : 0 | ; | K. y 


/ 


C3 

by ſuch Teſtimony, cannot be overthrown by little Gueſſes and conſequen. 
tial Surmiſes. wy | 03.6 LD. w3/30/ | 
My Lords, I was under the known Difficulty of proving' a Nega- 
tive, which in many Caſes is not to be done; but ir ſo happens in this 
Caſe, that peculiar Circumſtances attend it as to point of Time. Mͤy be. 
ing diſabled in my Chamber, and attended before and after that time 
by ſome of my Servants, and receiving frequent Meſſages from others: 
The agreeing TIO of my Servants, that no Stranger .came near 
me about that time, and for ſome time before and after, and the full Evi. 
dence of the School at Weſtminſter, hath enabled my ſeveral Servants to 
recolle& the Time, and to furniſh ſuch a Proof of my Innocence in this 
—_ as is not*®to be miſtaken, and the Clearneſs of the Impoſhbility 
GK. - - 14 F 419180: 

They ſwear that they believe theſe three Letters to have been in the 
Hand-writing of Mr. Kelly, my ſuppoſed Amanuenſis; your Lordſhips 
will remember, that their Oaths were at four Months diftance from the 
time of ſeeing thoſe Letters; during the whole Series of which time, it 
never hath appeared that they have compared one Original with another, 
and the only Original, as a Specimen, hath been proved, at your Lord. 
ſhips Bar, not to be the Hand-writing of Mr. Kelly; and be pleaſed to re. 
member the very Suppoſition of Mr. Kelly's being my Secretary, or any 
ways intimate with me, hath been fully {worn to be talſe. 

If it be faid, Who then writ theſe Letters, and with what View were 
they writ > The Anſwer to this is obvious, my being here at your Lord- 
{hips Bar ſufficiently explains it. It is enough to prove that I did not 
write or dictate them, and I have proved ir abundantly. Let but any 
momentous Part of the Charge againtt me be made out with half the Evi- 
dence, and I will ſubmit without any Diſpute ; eight or nine ſuch Witneſ- 
ſes would have born down the Evidence of one or two that had ſworn. 

But where there is none on the one Side, but all on the other Side who 
appear, and that give direct poſitive Evidence, can your Lord ſhips deli. 
berate a moment for the Reaſon of giving your Judgment, which ought 
always, in doubtful Caſes, to. lean to the doubtful Side; and fo taking 
this Point as it ſtands, and if it be ſo, there is an End of the whole mat- 
ter, for all other Inſinuations, feigned Names, and obſcure Paſſages in Let- 
ters, depending upon this, muſt fall together. 

As to the other. Part of the Accuſation, when ir is ſaid the Letter to 
Fackſon was a Letter to the Pretender, I have nothing to do with it; he 
that writ the Letter, when known, will beſt be able, and moſt concerned, 
to diſprove it. 5 | 

Since this Obje&ion carries a very odd Sound, I ſhall briefly ſhew your 
Lordſhips how that ſtands: Jacłſon, in a Cypher of Phunkert's, is aid 
to denote the Pretender; therefore in a Letter, ſuppoſed to be dictated 
by him, and put into Letters (Cyphers) by Plumkett, conſiſting of one hun- 
dred and fifty Names, of which not one is uſed in any of the Letters at- 
tributed to Mr. Kelly, three or four of theſe Names are uſed by Perſons 
1 to have writ to Mr. Kelly from Abroad, but not one of them is 
uſed by him; nor doth Jackſon ever, in his part of the Correſpondence, 
ſtand for the Pretender, but he is always under other Appellations: nay, 
Plunkett himſelf, in all his Letters writ in decyphered Names, never ſtiles 
the Pretender Jackſon, but either Zoſeph, or Jepſon.—— Why ſhould 2 
Name, uſed in Kelly's Correſpondence, be explained by Plunkett's Cy- 
pher, when Kelly appears to be no ways acquainted with him, and Plun- 
kett himſelf did never dictate to him? | forbear Repetition; I only add, 
that in this Caſe there is nothing that may not be proved. 

The Letter to Dubois there is little ſaid of, becauſe there is no uſe made 

of it; it is charged in the Report as a Letter which I had R 

Ko n | nds 
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abroad.” The Tables are now turned; and 1 myſelf deſigned to have ſent 


this Letter to à feigned Correſpondent, but kept it among my Papers 


under my Seal: For what end ? the Letter itſelf is an errant Deluſion ; 
Why, to furniſh Proof, which is much wanted, of my receiving Let- 
ters that were directed Joes and 'Ilington ; and it is very ſtrange 


I, who am' repreſented as being ſo very cautious, ſhould be ſo negligent 


in this, and preſerve ſomething that is of no uſe, and yet might hurt me 
ſo much when diſcover de. e F911 

It is abſard to chink, that I ſhould by that means mention the Name of 
my Correſpondent, and mention the Name of Jobnſon, which the Com- 
mittee of the Lower Houſe obſerve was conſtantly with me. | 
I know not what farther can be ſaid for this Matter, till the Counſel 
have further explain'd it, and ſhow'd what uſe they make of this Letter, 
which hath given your Lordſhips ſo much Trouble, and which I own I do 
een ont; | g | 

Here is {till a fifth Letter, which I have acknowledg'd to be my Hand; 
that which was taken on my Servant. Mr. Reeves hath made ſome Obſer- 
vations on it; I have taken Minutes of them, and I think they are theſe : 
He obſerves that the Biſhop doth not in his Letter inſiſt on his Innocence 
in general, but conſiders only what Evidence doth affect him. 

Ir comes out at laſt for whom my Letter was deſigned, and I think that 
an Anſwer to Mr, Reeves's Obſervations, and I ſhall explain it no further. 
He obſerves, tho I clear myſelf from the Knowledge of Layer, Neynoe, Ic. 
there I ſay nothing of Kell. | 1 1 

The Gentleman I deſigned the Letter for, knows it was in anſwer to 
one wrote to me about Layer; and will fear it himſelf, if there was room 

Or it. 1 d * S's 

The third Obſervation is, where ſpeaking of myſelf, I fay, If I cannor 
© ward the Blow, I muſt be a Priſoner ſome Years without Remedy; from 
which he was to infer, not ia that good-narur'd way he generally did, my 
Meaning muſt be, that I was conſcions of Guilt. Jt 

. I apprehended an Impeachment would have been lodged and never 


. 


proſecuted, as in the Caſe of my Lord Danby and the Earl of Oxford, and 


there I ſhould have lain without Tryal, and without Bread. 
The ſecond Article of my Charge, is the two Letters from Mar and Dil- 
lon, under the feigned Name of Mateld and Digby, which were intercepted, 
One of theſe they have dropt. e 
That I received them, is pot pretended ; Both Letters, tho they copied, 
without a criminal Expreſſion or Word of Bufineſs in either of them, they 
would have affected me in ſome degree, if received by me, and I was the 
Perſon as is ſuppoſed to have writ the Letters to which they are Anſwers. 
That I uſed to have any Correſpondet, is that proved? Is not one and 
the ſame neceſſary in order to aſcertain the Charge? „ Wo 
Any Man that pleaſes may write to me, and take thoſe Names upon 
him; I am not to anſwer for that, unleſs I have appeared to receive them, 
and kept up the Correſpondence, 
The Letter from Matfield, dated 11 May, cannot be reaſonably thought 


to have been wrote with any other View than that of being intercepted, 


and of fixing upon me the Letter of April 20ũ b. OH 
This Letter is committed to the common Poſt-Office, and ſent upon this 


- 


Errand ; one may doubt who writ it, but one cannot doubt with what 


Deſign it was writ : Your Lordſhips Wiſdom will ſee thro thoſe malicious 


Diſguiſes, and 'not make me account for Letters which have been banded 
to and fro between two unknown Correſpondents, on a Deſign to raiſe a 
Suſpicion of a third Perſon, altogether a Stranger to what is writ. And 


here I deſire that the Obſervation made by one of my Counſel mera be 
FEES orgot; 
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Letters from ab 


road, that Perſons that 


This being contrary to the 
ſtrong of a malicious Deſign. 


FH 


* 5 


ted Correſpondence between the Pretender and his Agents and Mr. Kel- 
y here? Whether I was at the Head of it, and am juſtly to anſwer that 
I am not? Mr. K/lly, I hear, hath owned at your Bar, and declared, 
which. I alſo declare, I never knew a Line of any Letter he writ to Fo- 
_ reign Parts. | [1 trated aan ot Lv 
p 18 * not with what concerns him any further than when it may af- 
me. | F 
The chief Part is the Preſent of the Dog, the Account of that is in a 
Letter to Hatfield, dated May 5. not figned; in which are theſe Words, 
The little Dog was ſent ten Days ago, and ordered to be delivered to you ; but 
there is no Intimation in this, or any other Letter from abroad, that this 
Preſent was intended for mme. 
In two Letters from hence, by whom writ it doth not appear, ſome 
body is meant under the different Names of Mr. . and Mr. Illington, 
ia ſuch mager as deſigned for the. ſame Perſon ; but Circumſtances are 
neither applicable to myſelf or my Wife, or me particularly. The Letter 
dated May 7th, from Hatfeld to Muſgraue, which being five Days after the 
Burial of my Wife, cannot mean her; and being but five Days after, it 
can as little mean me ; So that the Writer of this Letrer muſt either have 
known nothing of my Family-Affairs, or if he did, muſt diſſemble his 
Knowledge of them, to raiſe a ſuſpicion, and in either Caſe what he ſays 
is not to regarded. The 'Surgeon and Mr. Kelly only knew any thing 
of this matter, and they can beſt clear it. 7 
4 9 * Barnes, ſhe varies, and ſometimes the Dog is for me, and ſometimes 
As for myſelf, I never asked for, received, or ſaw this Preſent, nor know any 
thing of it, but from common Fame; nor have I to this day had any Meſſage 
or Letter whatſoever concerning it. The End of this Deſign ſeems to be, to 
point me out by the Name of Jones and Illington, ſubſcribed to the Letters 
of April zoth, by uſing them again in relation to this Preſent. 
And perhaps they are not much in the wrong to think, that one inter- 
cepted Dog ſhould be of as much uſe as ten intercepted Letters. Both 
Contrivances then muſt have ſucceeded, had I not been able to prove that 
thoſe Letters were not with my Order or Knowledge; and therefore the 
Uſe of- their Names, in ſubſequent Letters, is a Continuance of the Fraud, 
and this obviouſly runs through the whole of the Correſpondence .; bur 
wherever the Names of Jones and [/ington are, they are uſed in apply- 
ing them to me, becauſe they are the ame. © 


Theſe 


Ma wo ic 


. 
Theſe Points have not only been deny'd, but diſprov'd with all Manner of 
Credence and Clearneſs. _ Fa beats Dit . You! 
My Council have ſhew'd, that all theſe ſufpicious Correſpondencies are to 
the laſt Degree abſurd. to apply to me, and no one would apply them: That 
1 cauld-not order the Letters of the 20th. of April, to which the Names of 
Fongs, Gc. are ſubſcrib'd, I think is plain, and then the Evidence falls or de- 
pends upon it. * 330g Aito nan ae 

Ae wp the Journies to and from Bromley, where the Priſoner Kelly had fre- 
uent Acceſs to me, and therefore I might probably diate thoſe Letters, the 
Fennel for the Bill have not open d themſelves on that Head; but your Lord- 
ſhips have heard it made eat; and becauſe it is material I ſhall repeat it. | 

(Here Wood's Examination was x22d.) PI 1181 08 DA | 17 

By all theſe Accounts, nothing could have offer'd eaſier for the Perſons 
themſelves to manage here, id getting an Account of my Neighbours in 
order to render the Contrivance more plauſible. th 
That Mr. Melly is no Stranger to me I own; but that he is in any Degree 
intimate with me, or frequently ſaw me, I deny ; and what Evidence 1s there 
From them to the contrary ; or how is this ſolemn Denial at your Ear con- 
tradiced ? 4 arcs 10. 51613 ban 1 Ys 

The Chairman ſays, He carry'd him twice or thrice to the Deanery three 
or four Years ago; and, this Brown, the Chairman, he ſwears, he carry'd'me 
once in three or four Years Time. I believe he may. The Porter 
he ſays, That he brought a Letter and ſome Stockings from Kelly to me. The 
Foundation of this Story is true, for Mr. Kelly uſed to furniſh me with Stock- 
ings and Gloves; not but that the Circumſtance of the Porter coming up to 
my Bedchamber at that dirty Time of the Lear, is very extraordinary; and 
even this Evidence owns, he was never ſent by me to him. $7.77 

Now, on the other Side, there is the Evidence of almoſt all my Servants, 
who have, upon Oath, atteſted, that they do not know either the Name, or 
the Face of Mr. Kelly, which could not poſſibly be, did he uſe frequently to re- 
ort to me. Such a ſlight Acquaintance as I had with him, could not be any 
Temptation to enter into Secrets with him of ſuch a dangerous Conſequence 
as theſe are, which the Report inſinuates to have paſs'd between us; however, 
Suſpicion is not now the Buſineſs of Proof; they that prove ſomething, may 
be allow'd to ſuppoſe more; they that prove nothing, have no Right to in- 

dulge their Suſpicions and Con jectures to the Ruin of any Man: Twenty Pro- 
babilities, allow'd to be ſuch, are not equal to any one Matter of Fact well 
atteſted; it may ſtrengthen the Fact, but cannot ſupport it. They cannot be 
Evidence themſelves, becauſe one Probability may be ſet againſt another. 
IB uſe this Diſtinction between Evidence in Law, and reaſonable Evidence, 
becauſe the Council for the Bill have aſſerted ſomething like it. 7 
I I own ITalways thought the Publick Law of the State the Publick Reaſon of 
the State, and whatever might be reaſonable Evidence; whatever it is in ano- 
ther Country, yet, in this Country, no Evidence can be reaſonable that is 
not legal: But T aſk, What Sort of Evidence, either in Reaſon or Law, is 
brought againſt me? How am I prov'd to conſult and correſpond to raiſe an 
Inſurrection againſt his Majeſty and his Kingdom, and to procure a foreign 
Force to invade the ſame in Favour of the Pretender? | ©2 43/0 ee 
_ How am I prov'd, in the ſecond Place, to lia ve correſponded with the ſame 
Pretender, and with Perſons employ'd by him? Is one Article of theſe Charges 
made out againſt me with any Colour of Reaſon? Suppoſitions without Proof, 
Suppoſitions diſprov'd, and ſhew'd to be vain, and unjuſt. 161.1 „ 
If the Proof in theſe Caſes want Strength, can the Hearſay of Neynoe ſup- 
ply the Want of Proof, and render it valid, ſince Neynoe pretends, for ought 
that appears, not to have known any thing of me; he only heard Kelly ſay fo, 
and Mr, X-!ly denies it; and there 2 I think, no Reaſon n ee 
| | | vidence 


Co) - 


Evidence ſhould effe& me,. or Kelly himſelf, much Teſs me through him. Was 
Neynoe alive, and Kelly dead, and incapable of contradicting what Ney#ve (aid, 
J believe what Neynoe faid would not be of any Weight; befides, hat Neynoe 
dead ſays, and Kelly now alive denies, ought not to have any Force, 
Concerning Hearſay Evidence in General, and concerning the Ade Regard 
to it, I humbly deſire your Lordthips, that a' Paſſage may be read oft of Sir 
John Fenwick's Bill of Attainder. (The whole Preamble read.) 
My Lords, 1 humbly defir'd to have this read, becauſe I thought H would 
take away a Diſtinction between legal and Parliamentary Evidence; that what 
was not legal might be Parliamentary. I beliebe here is a Condemnation of 
him by Parliament; therefore, I think, the Condemnation of him muſt be by 
Parliamentary Evidence. It is recited in this Act as one of the Inducements 
that mov'd the King, Lords, and Commonzatd paſs that Act, that Sir John 
Femvick had contriv'd and fram'd ſeveral Papess, &. only by Hearſay. 
Shall that be accepted in this Parliament for Evidence, which is declar'd the 
only Motive of attainting a Man in another? If it was judg'd hard in Sir 
 Fobn Fenwick's Caſe to charge a Man by Hearſay, can the being thus charg'd 
be any Proof againſt me? Sure the Houſe of Commons in 96, that brought 
that in, would have ſo thought, nor would thoſe of your Lordſhips conſented 
here; or elſewhere, to have paſs'd it. JO FEEDS ET BY | 
As for thoſe that did not conſent, I will venture to ſay, T am exceeding] 
puzzled-toiknow why they did not oppoſe Sir Fobn Fenwick, but favour'd his 
Caſe, and are yet againſt me. Is the Guilt obje&ed to me, if prov'd, in any 
Meaſure like his? Or is there any Compariſon between the Proof againſt him 
and me? + Ky HATS) een 2; 13. 3 
As to the Paper and Information given in by Neynoe, and printed in the Ap- 
endix, it is plain he was drawn in to have {worn backward or forward, to 
Rave aftirm d or deny'd any thing. He knew a certain Lord of the Council, 
that gave me Notice of my being taken up ſome Days before it happen'd. He 
knew what Uſe and Purpoſe the Proteſts of your Lordſhips were chiefly deſign'd 
for and calculated; and it appeats by his Paper that was taken in His Pocket 
after his Death, that he had undertaken to give a poſitive Account, and de- 
ſign'd either to aſk or receive ſuch a Sum of Money. | 3 
That he was the late Earl-Marſhal's Bedfellow for ſeveral Months, and had 
drawn up Heads for Memorials to be deliver'd to the Regent; but he had kept 
no Copies of theſe Heads, or foul Draughts, which would have ſhewn whether 
they were given in to promote it, or diſcover it in either; the Evidence of 
being then employ'd, would have been of Service; but they have not been 
able to produce a Line of ſuch Heads or Memorials, yet the Report of the 
Houſe of Commons, upon the Baſis of theſe Memorials, build the whole Fa- 
brick. He knew that I went under the Name of Jones and Ilington, and un- 
doubtedly he knew Mr. Dubois: If the Scheme of Writing that Letter myſelf 
had been ſeen, he would have found out a Reaſon for the Correſpondence; and 
zool. would have made him affirm, that he carry'd the Letter himſelf. He 
knew the Pretender's particular Opinion of me, or of any Body elſe; that he 
rely*'d on Advices from me: How did he know that? He told him ſo. Who 
told him? It is not fuppos'd Mr. Kelly had it from himſelf, but from Perſons of 
high Eſtate, and that were near the Pretender. | 
Let me ſpeak, my Lords, as always I hope I ſhall, with that Modeſty as be- 
comes Juſtice; but yet with Freedom to you. | | 
Hlath nothing been open'd to you concerning this Man's Character, and his 
ſecret Tranſa&ions ? Is it poſſible to believe this Pretender to Secrecy, could 
have had or ſhall he ſtill have any Degree of Weight, that threw away his 
Life, rather than venture to ſtand to the Truth of what he had ſaid before 
his Death, and then he could have been contradicted, or Pangs of Conſcience 
might have made him unſay what heihad ſaid; but a dead Man can ro 
5818 | 'S . not ing; 
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nothing ; what he hath writ, he hath writ the Accuſation; muſt ſtand juſt as 
it did, as far as it concerns him; and we are depriv'd of the Advantage, 
which Truth and Remorſe once extrorted, and would have again ex- 
torted from him; however, I would have been glad to have had all that 
ever this Wretch faid, and would hope that by comparing of the ſeveral 
Stories, which he ſeveral Times told, ſome Light might have been gain'd, 
which is now wanted: —— Particularly, by the Knowledge of what he ſaid 
reely and voluntarily, when he was in good Humour, and before his rough 
ſage, on his Return from Rome had frighted him; but I think we have the 
Evidence only of a few of the laſt Days of his Life, all the preceding Time 
is Blank ; yet himſelf, he underwent frequent Examinations, but they were 
not, jt ſeems, ſo maturely weighed and digeſted, as to be thought worth the com- 
mitting to writing; but he is gone to his Place, and hath anſwer'd for what 
he hath ſaid at another Tribunal. I deſire not to diſturb his Aſhes, farther 
than what is neceſſary for my Defence. . PAS. 

_ Your Lordſhips will obſerve firſt, the Inconſiſtency of ſome Part of the 
Charge. Secondly, the Improbability of it. The 1 takes Notice of 
three ſeveral Periods, or Stages of Time, that by Conſequence of ſome Me- 
morials from the Regent, it did not take Place; the firſt was, during the 
Election; the ſecond was, the King's going to Hanover; and the third was, 
the breaking up of the Camp; there is not the Hint as to the laſt of theſe 
three Deſigns, in any of his Papers, and in the Recital of the Bill it is men- 
tion'd as the third Part of the Plot, and the moſt deteſtable Part of the De» 
ſign, to lay violent Hands on his Majeſty and his Family. iR bled 

There is not the leaſt Colour of Proof, as to the firſt Part of the Conſpi- 
racy, which was to take Place at the Election; their only Reaſon for that, 
is from a Paſſage, where it is ſaid, that the preſent Opportunity is elaps'd, 
that is, the Opportunity of the Election. 2 3 115% 

T ſhall recite the intercepted Paſſage, as it lyes there, and make forne Re- 
fle&1ons on it: Nætwithſtanding the Opportunity is elaps'd, (ſays the Writer 
to Fackſon) I agree with you, another may offer before the End of the Tear, 
tho not perbaps day Way ſo favounable. 

The Committee ſuppoſe this Letter to be from Xelly, and dictated by me, 
and they ſuppoſe the Words to refer to Time, and from thoſe Suppoſitions 
infer that I knew ſomething of it. On the contrary, I ſhall on the two firſt Sup- 
poſitions, ſhew the Impoſlibility of it; if this was a Letter from me, or from 
any other Perſon, dictated by me to the Pretender, I muſt write as in Anſwer to 
ſome Letter ſent from them to me, in repeating the Expreſſion ; and his 
Opinion in the Letter, muſt have been founded on Intelligence before re- 
celv'd : This Intelligence, conſidering the Diſtance between London and Rome, 
muſt have been communicated two Months, if not longer, before the Date of 
this Letter; if. we go back two Months, and talk of the Election being 
elaps'd, it was not begun; conſequently that Opportunity in the Letter could 
not poſſibly mean the Time of the Election; and if ſo, it is impoſſible 
that it ſhould be a Letter to the Pretender, that can conſiſt with the Charge of 
the Perſon's writing it April 1720. ee 
If it be a Letter writ in good Earneſt, it appears they had given over all 
Thoughts at that Time: J y 4 with you ſays he, another may offer before 
the End of the Tear; and yet he finds ſome Words in a Letter writ ten Days 
after, wherein under the Name of Jones, I am made to be deeply concern'd 
in a Conſpiracy. | | 
How can this be conſiſtent, if I writ and directed that Letter, and was en- 
gag'd in the ſecond Part of the Conſpiracy ? 7 wma 5.2” Ports 

Both cannot be true, both may be falſe; and I hope I have ſatisfy'd your - 


Lordſhips, that as I did not dictate the one, ſo 1 was no Ways concern'd in 
the other. 


Can 


(129 3 "4 
Can any one believe, that under the ſad Circumſtance of being afflicted by 
the Death of my Wife, I ſhould be concern'd in an Affair of «his dangerous 
Nature? Was that à Time to provide for a Stranger? And fora Man unleſs 
under the Power of Prejudice, to believe ſuch an Expreſſion, or that I had 


ſuch à Conjecturt: I forbear former Inſtances. | 
_I-ſhall:!inaw conſider the Improbability, as well as Inconfiftency of the 
Charge brought againſt : me without poſitive Proof. You will allow me to 
anſwer the Indictment in the fame Manner as it is laid. . 

ls it probable that if I were engag d in any ſuch Deſign, no Footſtepts ſhould 
be ſeen of any Correſpondence I had with the late Duke of Ormond, to whom, 
of all Perſons abroad; I was beſt known, and to whom I had the greateſt Re- 
gard, and ſtill have all the Regard that is conſiſtent with my Buty to my 
"King aud Country 7?ſ7h)h)ꝰ 25 OD 57 D 

Is it probable that I would chooſe rather to engage in ſuch Deſign with two 
Perſons, one of which I never ſaw, and the other ſcarce acquainted with? 

Did I not know, what all the World thinks, that he had left the Pre- 
tender ſeveral Years, and had a Penſion abroad ? Is this a Seaſon for me to 
enter into Conferences with him about reſtoring the Pretender, and do this not 
by Meſſages but by Letten, not ſent by Meſſengers but by the common Poſt > 
That by thus writing to him by. the Poſt, I ſhould adviſe him after the ſame 
Manner to write to me, and by theſe Means furniſh Opportunities, towards de- 
tecting the Perſons and bring myſelf into Danger? How doth. that Charge of 
Caution and Secrecy belong to me? Muſt not 1 have been raſh to have laid 
myſelf open in ſuch a Manner? This is an inconfiſtent Scheme, the other a 
bold Aſſertion. Is it.probable when attending the Sick Bed of my Wife, and 
expecting her Death, not daily but hourly, that I ſhould enter into Negotia- 
tions of this kind? © ff FFV 
Fhere was no Need of diſpatching any of thoſe three Letters, merely to 
excuſe my not writing, the Circumſtances of my Family had been a ſufficient 
Apology, ahd more effectu ll. F 
Is it probable that when I was carrying on publick Buildings of various 
Kinds; at Weſtminſter, and at Bromley, confulting all the Books from the Weſt- 
minſter Foundation, engaging in 2 Correſpondence with learned Men, about 
Subjects of Divinity; that at that very Time, I ſhould be carrying on a Con- 
ſpiracy? Thoſe that maintain ſuch Thoughts without Reaſon, may alſo con- 
demn me without Argument. Wat) ns | 3 
Is it probable that I ſheuld hold, meet, and conſult, in forming and forward- 
ing this Correſpondence with no Body, and no where? 

- That Lwho always liv'd at Home, and only at Dinner ever ſtirr'd out of 
my Chamber; receiv'd all Perſons that viſited me, and was deny'd to none, 
fhould have an * nyRy be fo engag'd? And if I had, that none of my 
Domeſticks and Friends ſhould ever obſerve any Appearance of any ſuch 
Thing? No Evidence among my Papers, tho' they were all ſeiz'd at both my 
Houſes, and confining all my Servants, but one now for about 10 or 11 Weeks, 
ſearching him twice in the Tower, and ſearching my ſelf, nothing af Conſe- 
"quence appears, nor is any one living Witneſs that charges me with any thing 
that is really true. 5 FV 

Ils it probable, that I ſhould form and direct a Conſpiracy, and carry it on 
with any Succceſs, that am not us'd to Arms, which Iam no more acquaint- 
ed with, than with the Perſons employ'd on thoſe Occaſions? My Way of Life 
hath not led me to converſe with ſuch Men and ſuch Matters, except on the 
Occaſion of meeting in Parliament, but in a Council of War, I never was. 
Have I yet in any Inſtance of my Life meddled zan out of my own 
Sphere, in Affairs foreign to my Buſineſs and Character? 1 might have been 
thought to have been too actibe in my proper Station and Buſineſs ; but I was 
never charg d with War, nor any Ways inform'd in the Art of it. 


Is 


Th) 


it p probable, chat Perſbns concern'd in ſuch Military Scheme, (if any 
= de Sema by Men of the Sword that apply to ſuch Buſineſs) ſhould. be 
Putlich'd without any Proof > | 
Abd muſt'l, _ Way of Life is fer at the greateſt Diſtance from ſuch 
| Verfdnt, nd | the 9985 Sufpicion of being concerned with them, 
N all the 72 ahd. Petialties , ſhort of Death, which the Parliament 
1 — for a ppos' [know not what, and what I don't to this Day appre- 
en 
Hete is 4 Plot of a Lear or two ſtanding to ſubvert he Garanment 
wich uh arm'd Force; in Tnvaſion from abroad; an Inſurrection at Home; 
uſt 3 7 : vel Execution it is diſcover'd; and 12 Months after the 
Bennie 0 Scheme, no Conſultation appears, no Men correſpond- 
r 


Trip 5 ovifion do be Fly en, no Arms or Officers provided, not 
I an 5 A 49d the poor Bi ob hath done all this. 

? hat a 4 20 t me to ſtep thus out of my Way? Was it Ambition 
and a 


re of climbipg into a higher Station in the Church? There is 
1925 4 U iy Office farther | remov'd from this than 1 am; I have a hun- 
d Times BN, and ſincerety reſolv'd, I would have been nothing more than 
I 73 1 10 Time when | little thought of being any thing before, and I can 
| en . Kind if I thought proper. 
Wis Mage Alth ? l ways deſpis'd it too wuch perhaps, conſidering I 
125 Occalii 510 Fi for out of a. poor Biſhoprick of 5001. per Ann. I have 
11 But 880 J. 1 bod fot one Shilling for Dilapidations, and the reſt of my 
1 * 1 aw ſperit as is neceſſary, as f am a Biſhop. Nor do I re- 
f theſe E pers Dos not doubting. in the leaſt, but that God who 
b Werally 9 Pt; 2 for me Aichi, will till do it, and on his good Foe 
wink e1 Tecra tely . 
Was dne G by ay Dillike of the etablii'd Religion, and ſecretly i in- 
a towards a C 1901 greater Pomp and Power? Lhave, my Lords, 
EEE finde l Knew & l ys oppos'd it, and the better I knew it, the 
more a i 
a Oh apy th Di Divigi yy, when the Popiſh: Controverſy grew hot 
with ehen 8, when fie” undertook the Protei.ant 
* i Ht. ind as lden Til him above all. 
A; writs mW 15 5 I mention one Thing : 
bars ae in Defence of Martin Luther, 4 have preac''d, 
They and writ 60 that Purpoſe from -my Infancy, and whatever happens 
toͤ me, Iwill fuffer any thing, and will, by Gc d's Grace, burn at the Stake, 
rather than depart from ay material Point of * Proteſtant Religion, as pro- 
ele A iti the Church of Englan 
"Odct tote Cg 1 be Tuppas'd to have a Favour to Arbitrary Power? The 
5 HEY of wy Life. bach been ot . Lwas always à Friend of the 
1 tay the Sübfekt, and to the bet of my Power conſtantly maintain'd 
i y have been thought miſtaken i in the Meaſures 1 took to ſupport 


Ve de no not b whit Party 1 -Was called, ſo my  Adions are uniform. 


turn to th Point: * * Chan brought againſt me in the Manner it 


FS br, is improbable : 5 50 e guilty of it, I muſt have a&ed under a. 
4 of Infatuz ion; el I hive not been ever thought an Idiot or a Mad- 


N My Lora "Is. 0 iti Pains 115 Penalties c contain'd ; in this Bill, they are great 
au He e in. den Nature and Direction. 


faces beybng "Exaind 
& my Lot s, and. have, been here expecting an immediate Tryal. 1 

I hade, Hee Lords, Lein d no Impeachment. The Correſpondence with the 

Earl of: was made Treaſon, but with me *tis only Feloay, if there is 
one Witneſs to prove it. He was allow'd "ak Converſation of his Cen 
8 


be ſent to me. | 


reſpondence, in which appears not the leaſt Certainty, 


it advancing itſelf towards him: My Lords, this is my Caſe in ſhort. 
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Mine are not ſo much as to write ſo as to 


the expreſs Word of the Act: 


What is moſt particular in my Caſe, I will repeat diſtinctly, that my Reve- 
rend Brethren may hear it. I am render'd incapable of uſing or exerciſing 
any Office, Function, Authority, or Power Ecleſiaſtical, not only, in his 
Majeſty's Dominions, but any where elſe: Very hard! Such Spiritual Poiy- 
er as is not deriv'd from Men, but God himſelf, ſhould be taken from 
mee | | 

My Lords, I inſiſt on my Innocence; that I am not guilty ; and if I am not 
prov'd ſo, your Lordſhips will thus judge; if otherwiſe, I perſwade myſelf 1 
ſhall find ſome Degree of Mercy. © «pi „ 
Lou will not ſtrip a Man of his Subſtance, and then ſend him where he can- 
not ſubſiſt; you will not ſend him among Strangers, and then hinder others 
from performing Humanity to him; you will not give him leſs Time to or- 
der his Affairs, and depart the Kingdom, than the Bill hath taken in paſſing 
through both Houſes. * „ 
Tou will not diveſt him of all his Preferments, the chiefeſt Privileges he 
hath left, becauſe of his Confinement ; nor render him to any of his poor Fel- 
low-Subjeds, leſs uſeful. | th 1 | 

That Great Man I laſt mention'd, carry'd a. great Fortune with him into 
foreign Parts, and had the Languages; was well acquainted abroad: The Re- 
verſe of all this is my Caſe; I indeed am like him in nothing but his Inno- 
"cence, and his Puniſhment. It is in no Man's Power to make us differ in the one, 
but *tis in your Lordſhip's Power to make us differ widely in the other, and! 
hope your Lordſhips will do it. : 5 1 

But to ſum up the Arguments: It hath been frequently obſerv'd, that the 
higher the Crimes are, the fuller the Proofs ought to be. Here is a Charge 
of High Treaſon brought againſt me, with no Evidence at all. 

My Lords pardon me, what is not Evidence at Law, can never be made 
ſo by any Power on Earth; for the, Law that requir'd the Evidence, is as much 
the as of the Land, as that which declares the Crime. i 
It is equally unjuſt to declare any Proof legal, becauſe of my Proſecution: 
As extraordinary would it be, to declare the Acts themſelves, ex poſt facto. 

Never was there a Charge of ſo high a Nature, and ſo weakly prov'd! 

A Perſon dead, ſo that there is not an Opportunity to falkfy 9 1 con- 
tradicting him, ſupported not by any one Evidence, not by any one Proof of any 

Thing that hath been writ or receiv'd by me, not even by any one criminal 

Word, prov'd to have been ſpoken by me; but by intercepting Letters and Cor- 


Some of thoſe Letters, ſhewn to Perſons, with a Delign to faſten ſomethin 
on them; others writ in Cyphers, and fictitious Names, throwing out dar 
and abſtruſe Hints of what Perſons went by thoſe Names, ſometimes true and 
ſometimes doubtful, and often falſe, who continue all the while Strangers to 
the whole Tranſaction, and never makes the Diſcovery, till he feels and finds 


I have a hard Taſk to prove my Innocence: Shall I ſtand committed before 
your Lordſhips on ſuch an Evidence as this? The Hearſay of an Hearſay ; a 
Party dead, and that deny'd what he aid ; by ſtrange and obſcure Paſſages, 
and fictitious Names in Letters; by the Conjectures of Decypherers, without 
any Opportunity given me of examining and looking into the Truth of their 
Decyphering ; by the Depoſitions of Poſt-Office Clerks about the Similitude 
of Hands; their Depoſitions made at diſtant Times, and without comparing 
any one of the Originals; by a ſtrange Interpretation of them, for nothing 
more, I am-perſwaded, can be made of the Arguments, than what is call'd the 
intercepted Correſpondence. 7 (4 SHE 
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Shall I, my Lords, be depriv'd of all that is dear to me, and in the Circum®= 
ſtances I am in, ſcarce able to bear up, and by ſuch an Evidence as would not 
be admitted in any other Cauſe, or in any Ac ea Court. - 11 f - nafle© 41 
And ſhall it be receiv'd againſt a Biſhop of this Church, and a Member of 
this Houſe ? God forbid. Give me Leave to make Mention of a Text in Holy 
Writ : Againſt an Elder receive not an Accuſation, but by two or three Witneſſes, 
It is not {aid, Condemn him not upon an Accuſation, &c. but receive it not; 
and lam ſomething more than an Elder, and ſhall an Accuſation againſt me be 
countenanced, without any one Inſtance of Proof to ſupport it? 7H 29% 
This is not directly Matter of Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution : There you read, 
one Witneſs ſhall not riſe up againſt an Elder; but here, at the Mouth of two 
Witneſſes, or three Witneſſes, ſhall the Matter be eſtabliſh'd : and as this Rule 
was tranſlated in the State of the Church, People always thought fit to fol- 
low it. * 3 | F CNS «1 4.4 11991; 59D © 
Shall I be the firſt Biſhop in this Church, condemn'd upon Conjecture, on 
fictitious Names and obſcure Paſſages in Letters, inſtead of two or three Wit- 

neſſes. 5 * > | | 622] p 1-1 1 p ene 
Will not others endeavour to make the ſame Precedent, and deſire the ſaid 
Influence of it to ſucceeding Ages, and even concur. in ſuch an Act, in order 
to render me incapable of uſing or exerciſing any Power or Authority, &. Is 
this good Divinity, or N Sear? (1 | „ ei n 
As to the Juſtice of the Legiſlature, in ſome Reſpects it hath as great 4 
Power as the Sovereign Legiſlator of the Univerſe ; but he can do nothing un- 
juſt. But tho' there are no Limits to be ſet to a Parliament, yer they are ge- 
nerally thought to incline themſelves, to guide their Proceedings in Criminal 
Caſes, according to the known Lac. Kit ae th ome) wife 0. 
The Parliament may order a Criminal to be tortur'd, Who can ſay they can- 
not? But they never did, nor ever will, 1 hope; becauſe Torture is uſed in 


other Countries, and not known here. s brd 
ls it not torturing to infli& Pains and Penalties on Perſons ſuſpected of Guilt" 
not plainly prov'd guilty ? It is not much unlike it. The Parliament may, if 
they pleaſe, as well as upon a Bill of perpetual Impriſonments, upon à Bilt- of 
perpetual Exile reſerve to the Crown a Power to determine the one as well 
as the other. They have ſo enacted it in the one Caſe, but they have not enact- 


ed it in the other. The Law knows nothing of ſuch abſolute perpetual Im- 
priſonments. * itt || e 16 
The Law may, in like Manner, condemn: a Man on a Charge of Accumula- 
ted and Conſtructive Treaſon. They did ſo in the Caſe of the greqt Lord 
 Strafford, and that by Accumulated and Conſtructive Proof of fuch Treaſon, 
that is, by ſuch Proofs, and well interpreted, as plainly to communicate Light 
80 Strength to each other, and ſo to have all Force, without the Formality 
of Evidence. Was ſuch Proof ever admitted by any one, to deprive his Fel- 
low Subject of his Fortune, of his Eſtate, his Friends, and Country, and ſend 
him in his old Age, without Language or Hope, without Employment to get 
the Neceſſaries of Life, to ſtarve : I ſay again, God forbid. | 71 71 

My Ruin is not of that Moment to any Number of Men, to make it worth 
their while to violate, or own to ſeem to violate their Conſtitution in any De- 
gree, which they ought to preſerve againſt any Attentpts whatſoever. - 

But where once ſuch extraordinary Steps as tlieſe are taken, and we depart ' 
from the fixed Rules and Forms of Juſtice, and try untrodden Paths, no Man 
knows where he ſhall ſtop. _ | 1 SEPT» pooh 8-H 

Tho' Jam worthy of no Regard, tho' whatſoever is done to me may, for 
that Reaſon, be loek'd upon to be juſt, yet your Lordſhips will have ſome ' 
Regard to your own laſting Intereſt, and that of Poſterity. 

This is a Proceeding with which the Conſtitution is not acquainted, which, 
under the Pretence of ſupporting it, will at laſt effectually deſtroy it. wu 

8 or 


3 


7 * 


”" ky 
For God Sake lay aſide theſe Extra 1 Proceedings, ſet not up theſe 
How Aud ddngerbus — -I'for my Pare will voluntarily and chedfully 
\ goint6;poepetualiBanithment; und pleaſe my ſelf that Lam, in fome Meaſure, 
| the Occaſion of putting a Stop to fuch'Prevedents, and doing ſvnit. Good to my 
Countgy, ad Will live, Gherever Jam, praying for its Proſperity ; and do 
withithe Word of Faibher Pau to the State of Venice, ſay, Efto perperuc : It is 
not mytueperting from it; et me depart, and let my Country be fix d upon the 
immoveable Foundation of Lad and Juſtice, and find for ever. 
Jhavt. my Lords, taken up much of 'your 'LortMips Time, yet I muſt beg 
your Attentioniailittledonger, | I oo» 
Some Partrof! my Charge bath been (diſprovel by dttect and full Evidence, 
garticudatly df. mtiting che Letters of the 26th of April, or that I knew who 
wrote Ahlem, which I Utterly deny that Jever did or as yer, do know. Other 
Parts of the: Charge there are, which are not capable of ſuch *Diſproof, or in- 
deed require it; there 1 reſt. But, my Lords, there js ſtill.a Way allow'd of 
vindicating my feif. It is gehergliy Negative; that Is, by prorefting and decla- 
ring my lJrinocencetogour Lordſhips, in the moſt deliberate, ſetious, and folemn 


Manner; and appealing to God the Searcher of Hearts, as to the Truth of what 


Iifay, ds L do it in urhat fold: 1 am chärg d in the Report with. direcking a 
Gotreſpondence to Mir. Tah; but I ſOlemniy deny that I ever, directly or in- 
direstty, Aaw ik fihgle Line bf any of their Letters till T wet with them in 
Print: Nor was the Contents of any of them com thicared to me. 1 do in 
the nent Place deny, that I was ever privy to any Memorial. to be drawn up 

to be deliver d to the Regent 1 Nor was Jever #cquairited with any Account 
to be made on the King's going to Hanover, or at the Time bf the Election: 
Nor did I haar the leaſt Rumdur-of the Plot to take Place after the breaking up 
of the Camp, till ſome Time after Mr. Laytrs Comtnittmefit. I do with the 

ſame Solemnity declare, that Lnever collected, remitted, receiv'd, ot aſk'd any 


8 of any Man to facilitate theſe Deſigiis; not was'I ever acqualnted with, 
or had any Remittances whatſoever from àny 6f thoſe Perfons. That 1 never 
remitted dr drew any Declaration, Minutes, or Paper, in tlie Name of the 
Pretender, as is expreſly changed upon me. And that I never ktew of an) 
Comiſſion iſſu d, Freparation of Arms, Officers, er Soldiers, 6r the Methods 
taken ta procure an, in ordervto Walſe an IHfuxrection in thefe Kingdoms. All 
this I declare to be true, and will ſo declare to the Taff Gaſp of my Breath. 
And I am fure, the further your Lordfhips' examine into this Affair, the 
more youtyvill be convinced of my Innocency. Let they contain all the Capi- 
tal Articles of which I am actufed in the Report of the Houſe of Commons. 
Had the Charge been as fully prov'd as afcertain'd, it had been vain to make 


Proteſtations of my Innocetics, the never ſo ſoleemmn. 


Bnt as the Charge is ſupported by the Highteſt Probabilities, and which ca- 
not be difprov'd: in any Inſtanee, without proving a Negarive; allow the ſo- 
lemm Aſſr veraticns of 2 Man in Behaif of his on Innocence to have their due 
Weight, and T aſk no more, hau chat they may love as much Inffuence with 
your Lordſhips as they have Truunn 
I in any Account · there (hall ſtill be 2 'by your Lordſhive to be any 
ſeeming Strength in the Proofs” againſt me: If by your Lordſhips' n, 
ſpritiging: from unknown Motives, I fall be thought e guilty : If for any - 
Reaſons, or Neceſſity: of State, ih Wiſdom! and Tuſtice,” of which I am” no com- 
t. Judge: If. your Eordhips hadi proceed to pals this Bill againſt me: [ 
hall diſpoſe my n ſubmit to What ydu do: God's 
Will be done : Naked came I out of iny Mother's Wamhb, and naked ſha} | 
| yon bbs and whether- he gives zor takes away, bleffed de the Name of the 
„„ LOG ii anihanact 


. . 4 I 2 
+ * . : 4 . : 74 1 * « we ET 
” | -/ - a. & a » » . £ * 6 © ® | 4 * 


we 4,4 d. * + © 
k 8 


